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Dr. Meg Ramey, Ph.D., Assistant
Professor of Biblical Studies
Messiah College, Grantham, Pennsylvania

Interested in a Mediterranean
vacation AND studying the Bible
in Turkey?

Have you ever considered taking a holiday to
the beautiful turquoise Mediterranean coast
while also learning more about the Bible and
your faith at the same time? Then join us on
a pilgrimage next summer to the “other holy
land” where we’ll walk the roads trod by Paul
on his three missionary journeys (Acts 13-21)
and explore several of the cities and earliest
Christian communities to which he wrote letters
(Galatians, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon). We
will also visit some of John’s “seven churches
of Revelation” (Rev. 2-3) and travel across the
regions to which Peter wrote his two letters.
Since two thirds of our New Testament books
were either written from or to ancient Asia Minor
(now modern—day Turkey), this land holds many
clues to understanding the Bible better, and you
can learn them on site with Dr. Meg Ramey and
Tutku Tours next summer from June |5-28.
Consider it an adult Vacation Bible School!

In addition to learning more about the Bible,
there will also be free time and opportunities for
relaxing by the Mediterranean Sea, soaking in
calcium hot springs, sampling fabulous Turkish
cuisine and coffee, seeing Turkish rugs woven,
bartering in the Grand Bazaar of Istanbul, visiting
Imperial Ottoman mosques, understanding the
Islamic faith better, learning more about the
modern secular state of Turkey and how religion
and politics interact in a different country, and
visiting two UNESCO world heritage sites!

Spanning the continents of Europe and Asia,
Turkey really is the place where East meets
West, and it is a country full of beauty, hospitality,
and history. So come and join the adventure!

If you are interested in learning more about the
trip, please email Dr. Ramey at

mramey@messiah.edu Deadline for , ,

trip deposits is November |5.
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Jun 15 Mon Depart New York — Fly Istanbul (flight
scheduled will be given later)

Jun 16 Tue
Antalya
Your tour guide will meet you after the customs and baggage
claim with a “MEG RAMEY” sign. Transfer to Domestic
Terminal and flight to Antalya, which in Paul’s day was
known as Attalia and was the place from where the apostle
sailed home at the end of his first missionary journey (Acts
14:25-26). Transfer to the hotel. Dinner and overnight.(D)

Arrive in Istanbul Airport. Continue to

Jun 17 Wed Antalya - Perge

Today we will visit Perge. Located ten miles east of Antalya
is the ancient city of Perge, where Paul landed after sailing
from the island of Cyprus during his first missionary journey
(Acts 14:13—14). That Perge was a wealthy city is still easily
seen today from its 15,000-seat theatre, 12,000—seat
stadium, Hellenistic gate with its “Twin Towers,” baths
with under—floor heating, colonnaded marketplace, water
fountains, and impressive colonnaded street with a flowing
water channel in the middle. Back to the hotel. Dinner and
overnight. (B,D)

Jun 18 Thu  Morning Antalya Tour - Afternoon is free
Visit the award winning Archaeological Museum in the
morning. Then, in the heart of the old town we will visit St.
Paul Cultural Center, a “coffee shop” run by Christians that
more importantly also serves as home to two churches: one
Turkish and the other international. Enjoy a tasty lunch (a
modest donation for the lunch will help support the ministry here)
and then listen to a Turkish pastor about what it is like to
live as a Christian in a country where 99.9% of its citizens are
Muslim. Afterwards, we will have free time to walk and shop
in the quaint restored area of the old harbor, also enjoying
the view of the very port from which Paul sailed. Return to
the hotel for dinner and overnight in Antalya. (B,D)

Jun 19Fri  Psidian Antioch - Colossae — Pamukkale
After breakfast you will depart and drive to Yalvac,
ancient Antioch of Psidia. Paul visited this town on his first
missionary journey and it is here that he addressed the
congregation in the synagogue on the Sabbath with his first
recorded sermon. Our second stop in Colossae will be brief,
since this site has not yet been excavated. Nevertheless, this
is an important site for Christians to visit, since Paul sent
two letters here: one to the church of Colossae and one
to the rich Christian slave—owner Philemon, who hosted
the Colossian church in his home. Overnight in one of the
nearby modern resorts of Pammukale whose thermal baths
are sure to revive your tired body! (B,D)

Jun 20 Sat  Laodicea - Hieropolis — Pamukkale

Start the day by visiting Laodicea. Although the excavation
work is still in its early stages, Laodicea was a major city
in Roman times, as is clear from not only the size of the
ancient site but also its two theatres, stadium, aqueduct and
major street lined with shops. Laodicea is not only the last
of the seven churches to whom John directed the book of

Revelation (Rev. 3:/14-22), but it also had a close
relationship with the nearby churches of Colossae
and Hierapolis (Col. 4:/3—15) and was the recipient
of one of Paul’s now lost letters (Col. 4:16). Then,
we will visit the third of the three key biblical cities
in the Lycus Valley: Hierapolis. With its hot thermal
springs well-known already in the ancient world
for its medicinal qualities as well its spectacular
white travertine terraces, Hierapolis remains just as
popular with travelers today as it was in biblical times.
Equally impressive, however, are the remains of the
ancient city: the Arch of Domitian, a colonnaded
street and marketplace, ancient baths, a 15,000
seat theatre built in 2nd century, the largest ancient
graveyard in Anatolia containing over 1,200 tombs,
tumuli and sarcophagi, and the Martyrium of St.
Philip, a 5th century AD structure on the site where
Philip—either the apostle or the evangelist (Acts
6:1-7; 21:8-9; Acts of Philip)—was believed to have
been killed in AD 80. Overnight in Pamukkale. (B,D)
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Jun 21 Sun Aphrodisias - Kusadasi

Drive to Aphrodisias the city of Aphrodite, protected by Emperor Augustus. Visit the
great stadium, the temple and tetrapylon. We will see also the Sebastion, which was
a grandiose temple complex dedicated to Aphrodite and the Julio-Claudian emperors
and was decorated with a lavish sculptural program of which much survives. We will
also visit the Museum of the site and see the Jewish inscription and other riches of the
city. Proceed to Kusadasi dinner and overnight.(B,D)

Jun 22 Mon Ephesus - Kusadasi

Today will likely be the high note of the tour for most people, as we visit the
most impressive biblical site of our trip: Ephesus. The former glory of this city
can still today be easily appreciated from its well-preserved streets, temples,
fountains, public baths, terraced houses and theatres. Ephesus was also the site
of the Artemis temple—one of seven wonders of the ancient world. There is the
same theatre where some 24,000 citizens of Ephesus gathered shouting “Great is
Artemis of the Ephesians!” in a riot started in response to Paul’s ministry there.
The apostle visited this city only briefly during his second missionary journey (Acts
18:18-21) but returned during his third missionary journey for a much longer
period of two years and three months (Acts [9:1-20:1). Timothy later served as
pastor in this city during which time Paul wrote him two letters (I & 2 Timothy).
Some years later Ephesus served as the home base for the apostle John’s ministry
from where he wrote a number of letters (I, 2, 3 John) and to which he sent the
Book of Revelation. In addition to the ancient city, we will also visit the “Slope
Houses” (the wealthiest homes in Ephesus that have been marvelously reconstructed),
the Ephesus Museum, which houses several impressive items from this site, the
Temple of Artemis, and the St. John Basilica. Dinner and overnight in Kusadasi. (B,D)

Jun 23 Tue Pergamum - Assos

Drive north to Pergamum Acropolis which is one of the most impressive
archaeological sites in all of Turkey. Its attractions are hard to surpass: a 10,000—seat
theatre on the side of the acropolis which is the steepest in the ancient world; the
magnificently restored temple of Trajan; a library of 200,000 volumes second in size
only to that in Alexandria; the base of the Altar of Zeus; the temple of Dionysus.
John warned the church here that they were living in a place of “Satan’s throne” (Rev.
2:12-17). Afternoon drive to Assos. Dinner and overnight. (B,D)

Jun 24 Wed Assos

Today we will visit Assos. It is built on a great volcanic cone 700 feet high. An ancient
city of Mysia in the Roman province of Asia, at which, according to Acts 20:13, Paul
and Luke rested while on their way from Troas to Mitylene. Visit the 6th century BC
temple of Athena and the harbour of the city. Afternoon free at your hotel. Dinner
and overnight. (B,D)

Jun 25 Thu Alexander Troas - Istanbul

Today we drive to Istanbul via Alexander Troas, the chief city in the Northwest
of Asia Minor, on the coast of Mysia in the Roman province of Asia. From here,
according to Acts 16:8, Paul sailed. Here, also, according to Acts 20: 5-12, Paul raised
Eutychus from the dead. The name Troas was not confined to the town itself, but it
was also applied to the surrounding district or to that part of the coast which is now
generally known as the Troad. From Troas we will drive to Dardanelle strait and take
the ferry to Gallipoli. Then we will drive to Istanbul. Dinner and overnight. (B,D)

Jun 26 Fri Istanbul old city

Our day in the historic city of Istanbul
begins at the Hagia Sophia (the church
of “Holy Wisdom”)—the crowning
achievement of the sacred building
program of Emperor Justinian, the 6th—
century head of the Christian Byzantine
Empire. We also visit the Blue Mosque
which was built during the years
1609-1616 and which was intended to
compete with the impressive beauty
of the Hagia Sophia. Nearby is located the Hippodrome which once stood in the
heart of the Byzantine city of Constantinople and originally held up to 100,000
people. Although little is left of this gigantic stadium, there are a number of impressive
columns and other structures situated at the site. We then head underground
to the Basilica Cistern, a vast water cistern located underneath the city. We will
visit Grand Bazaar before returning to our hotel for dinner and overnight. (B,D)

sHagia Sophia,
iIstanbul

Jun 27 Sat  Istanbul museum and capital of the empires

Today we will visit Istanbul Archaeological Museums. See the Gezer Calendar, Temple
Inscription and Siloam Inscription found in the underground tunnel that feed water to
the Pool of Siloam in Jerusalem. Then proceed the St. Irene Church, the site of the
2nd Ecumenical Council of 381 AD. After visiting Topkapi Palace, the main residence
of the Ottoman Dynasty, we will have a boat ride along the Asian and European
shores of Istanbul. Back to the hotel. Dinner and overnight. (B,D)

Jun 28 Sun  Istanbul
Transfer to Istanbul Airport. Fly from Istanbul to NYC. End of our services.
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LAND & AIR from New York:

$3,390 Per person in double occupancy
$690 Single Room Supplement
INCLUDED TOUR FEATURES:

* Roundtrip International flights between New York - Istanbul
* Istanbul - Antalya domestic flight
* 3 Nights at Best Western Hotel in Antalya www.khanhotel.com

or similar

* 2 Nights at Tripolis Hotel in Pamukkale www.tripolishotel.com
or similar

* 2 Nights at Marina Hotel in Kusadasi www.marinahotelkusadasi.com
or similar

* 2 Nights at Assos Dove Hotels www.assosdovehotel.com or similar

* 3 Nights at Grand Halic Hotel in Istanbul www.grandhalic.com
or similar

* Daily Breakfasts and |12 Dinners at the Hotels
* Arrival and departure transfers between airport and hotel

* Private transportation by Deluxe AC Motorcoach with professional
drivers

* Government licensed, English speaking Turkish tour guides (licensed
guides are required by Turkish law)

* All entry fees to sites & museums included in this tour package
* Handling of baggage at hotels

* All service charges & local taxes

* Tips for the tour guide and the driver

NOT INCLUDED:

* Turkey visa entrance fees to be purchased prior to arrival online www.evisa.gov.tr
($20 for US citizens)
* Lunches and Drinks at Dinners (all drinks are extra)

 All insurances, medical expenses, communication (telephone, internet etc),

k entertainment and personal expenses
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PAYMENT PROCEDURE:

DEPOSIT DATE $200 per person : NOVEMBER 15,2014
FULL PAYMENT DATE : APRIL 2,2015

The payment will be made to TUTKU TOURS by using the
below secure link (Visa or MC only);
https://tutkutours.secure.myhosting.net/credit_card_payment_order.asp

ncellation Penalty:
- 90-60 days prior to departure: No Penalty
- 59—45 days prior to departure: 25%
- 44-30 days prior to departure: 50%
- 29-15 days prior to departure: 75%
- 14 days & After No refund

Air Cancellation Policy: We will be liable to the Airline’s stan-

dard rules for any name changes, dates changes or cancellations.

Travel Insurance: Travel insurance may be purchased separately
at an extra cost. Travel Insurance is a contract between the travel-
ler and the Insurance Company (American Express, or other). To

obtain your travel insurance, please call |-800—TURKIYE and ask

for Ms. Ayata, mention group code TUT 201501.

Turkish Vi

US and Canadian citizens can get the Turkish Visa online before
arrival www.evisa.gov.tr. Citizens of ALL other countries are
responsible for checking their own countries’ visa regulations for
Greece and Turkey.

For more information, please contact:

Dr. Meg Ramey, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Biblical Studies
Messiah College, Grantham, Pennsylvania
mramey@messiah.edu
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1 REGISTRATION FORM"™
I Name as it appears on the passport (First, Middle,Last) I
I Name : I
I Title : Preferred Name: I
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Rev. Dr. If different than above
I Street Address: I
I |
PO Box:
I City, State, Zip: I
I Home Phone: I
I Cell Phone: / I
I Email Address: I
I Age: Citizenship: I
I Birth Date: J— Passport Number: I
I Month/Day/Year I
I Passport Issue Date: —_/ /. Exp.Date: ____ /[ /____ I
I Emergency Contact Name: Relationship: I
I Phone Number : / I
PLEASE CHECK ITEMS BELOW AS APPROPRIATE:
I I WANT | DOUBLE ROOM. Please give me a roommate. I
| ___ TWANT 1 SINGLE ROOM (additional $690) |
I Name of Your Roommate (as on passport): I
I * Registration information can be emailed to I
info@tutkutours.com
o on oo o o o o o o om o e ol

Organized by

Tutku Tours

Educational, Biblical and Classical Tours
Gaziosmanpasa Bulvari 3/303 Izmir 35210 TURKEY

Phone: +90-232 441-8635 / 441-8676 / 441-8677
Fax: +90-232 441-8636
E-mail: info@tutkutours.com « www.tutkutours.com




